VIGIL OF ARMS
to his sincerity of mind. Here was just the instrument, the
confidant, the friend, whom Richelieu needed, a man who
had access to everybody, with no scruples regarding men
since he worked only for the glory of God, seeking nothing
for himself, except perhaps the purple, which in any case
it was easy to promise him.
With deferential and sorrowful cordiality the Bishop
wrote to the monk, placing himself frankly under his
tutelage. He insisted, aiming at what he knew would
touch Father Joseph, on the depth and fervour of his
religious feelings, his passionate desire to devote his life
to the triumph of the faith, and emphasised his detestation
of the Protestant reformers, who were avenging themselves
by incessant calumny and by the rumours of disgrace,
hurtful to himself, which they circulated about him.
He expected no immediate effect from this letter. It
was intended simply to renew for the future a link which
had slipped, and if we emphasise it, the reason is because
it marks an important stage in the alliance which was to
unite the two men later.
By veiled moves, by murmured advice in corners, the
capuchin would revive a desire at Court for his return;
meanwhile, Richelieu abruptly turned attention to him-
self by a sudden action which made him take the lead in a
polemical struggle which had set the Jesuits and the
Protestant ministers at grips. In three months of feverish
work he wrote and had printed a compact volume, which
was not only a reply, but a powerful and dogmatic state-
ment of all the articles of the Catholic faith in the problems
at issue in the controversy. From a religious point of view
this book, the Principal Points of the Faith of the Catholic
Church Defended against the Matters addressed to the King by the
Four Ministers of Charenton, is the work of an outstanding
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